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April 10, 2019 
 
Narragansett Town Council  
25 Fifth Avenue 
Narragansett, RI 02882 
 
Dear President Mannix and Town Council Members: 
 
We are writing to express our full support for the librarians, staff and trustees of Maury Loontjens Memorial 
Library (MLML), and to urge the Council to honor the authority of the library’s governing board and the 
outcome of a 2016 referendum on a bond for a new library, as you work in partnership to develop a library 
facility that reflects the needs and wishes of Narragansett residents. 
 
Public libraries are cornerstones of vibrant communities, critical to a community’s educational system, 
employment and business environment, and social foundation. They are also a smart investment. Studies 
across the country show that the return on investment in public libraries is about $5 for every $1 allocated, 
with additional economic benefits to area businesses.1 In addition, public libraries are found to have a positive 
impact on home values and to be perceived as fundamental components of local infrastructure.2  
 
Overwhelming passage of a 2016 referendum that specified the purchase and renovation of a new MLML 
building highlights the community’s support for expanded and improved library services. This support is 
amplified by the generosity of private donors who have pledged significant funds towards the project. The 
current MLML facility does not serve all members of the community. It offers only one-third of the prescribed 
square footage, and the administration has had to seek waivers from the Rhode Island State Library due to 
accessibility limitations and lack of safety compliance. Plans for a new facility must address those constraints to 
ensure that the library can serve everyone and remain eligible for both capital investment and ongoing 
operations funding from the state.  
 
Equitable access to resources for all community members is a core value of librarianship and integral to the 
mission of every public library. We commend MLML’s professional staff and trustees for their commitment to 
this mission and we urge the Council to work with them to ensure that Narragansett’s library reflects the 
needs and wishes of a community as articulated in years of planning and at the ballot box. 
 
Sincerely,  
  
   
Loida Garcia-Febo, President    Monique le Conge Ziesenhenne, PhD, President 
American Library Association    Public Library Association 
 
cc: Laurie Kelly, President, Maury Loontjens Memorial Library Board of Trustees 
 Kieran Ayton, President, Rhode Island Library Association 
 Sharon Lux, Chair, Rhode Island Coalition of Library Advocates 

                                                           
1 https://www.tsl.texas.gov/roi; http://olc.org/resources/ohios-public-libraries-roi-report/ 
2 https://libwww.freelibrary.org/assets/pdf/about/fels-report.pdf 
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