
           A Section of the Rhode Island Library Association 
           PO Box 6765, Providence, RI 02940 
 

 
March 20, 2019 

 
Dear Members of the Narragansett Town Council, 

The Rhode Island Coalition of Library Advocates (COLA), a section of the Rhode Island Library 
Association, is writing this letter in support of the Maury Loontjens Memorial Library’s (MLML) 
building project in Narragansett, RI. We support the Library’s staff, the trustees, and the friends of 
the library as well as the entire Narragansett community who voted in November 2016 to approve a 
bond for the “[a]cquisition and renovation of real estate and related equipment for a library -- Bonds 
not to exceed $5,800,000.” We support MLML moving forward because of the incalculable service 
public libraries provide in a democracy: fostering lifelong education, encouraging self-
empowerment, and building economic opportunity and community sustainability. To fulfill MLML’s 
mission, “as a public pathway that enriches our community culturally, intellectually, technologically, 
recreationally and socially,” it is essential to build the new library in a timely fashion given that a 
clear majority (67.9%) of those who voted in the 2016 election approved the referendum. 

As the public library serving Narragansett, MLML provides support in times of need, including as a 
digital safety net for those without internet and as an essential service during disaster or economic 
recovery, fulfilling a vital role as the local outlet for many state and federal services. The current 
MLML space is inadequate to meet the needs of the people of Narragansett, especially given the 
Library’s continued expansion of services and programs to match demand.  MLML statistics for 
library services in 2018* (quoted in Donita Naylor’s Providence Journal article of Feb 10, 2019), 
indicate a thriving library presence. MLML’s size, however, prevents the library from satisfying 
community expectations for services, meeting space, and programming options as well as for 
adequate parking. The planned new library will enable the MLML to provide services for all 
Narragansett residents.  

Furthermore, MLML may apply to receive up to 50% reimbursement of eligible expenses from the 
Office of Library and Information Services’ (OLIS) Public Library Construction Reimbursement 
Program, which provides state funding to support the improvement of libraries.  

On behalf of COLA and all advocates, friends, and trustees who support robust library services, we 
strongly urge you to find common ground in support of a new library for Narragansett and to move 
forward as expediently as possible with the Board of Trustees’ plans for the construction of that 
library.  

Sincerely,  
 

Sharon A. Lux 
Chair 
Coalition of Library Advocates 
cola@rilibraries.org 
 
 

*Maury Loontjens Memorial Library 2018 (source: Patti Arkwright, library director, at Feb. 4 Town Council meeting)  
9,000 square feet 
435 programs a year 
9,941 people attending programs 
118,384 library visitors a year 

7,376 library card holders in 2018 
15,868 Narragansett population in 2010 census 
154,699 items to lend 
171,999 items checked out each year

 


